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Having thus described the invention, it is claimed: 

1 . A shiel(^for a vehicle mounted spreader comprising a support, a hopper for particulate 
material on said support, and a rotatable spreader element beneath said hopper for broadcasting 
particulate material flowing thereonto from said hopper, said spreader element having an axi^, said 
shield comprising a wall radially spaced from and extending eccentrically about said axis, said wall 
having opposite ends circumferentially spaced apart to provide a discharge opening therebetween, 
and means for supporting said wall relative to said spreader element. 


2. The shield according to claim 1, wherein said wall is a side wall and said shield 
includes a top wall from which said side wall depends, said top wall including an opening coaxial 
with said axis. 

The shield according to claim 2, wherein said top wall tapers outwardly and 
downwardly relative to said axis. 

4. The shield according to claim 1, wherein said wall is rotatable in opposite directions 
about said axis, and means for selectively positioning said discharge opening in any one of a 
plurality of positions about said axis. 
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The shield according to claim 4, wherein said wall includes a laterally outwardly 
extending flange, and said means for positioning said discharge opening includes means 
interengaging said flange and said support for Umiting rotation of said wall. 

JO, J The shield according to claun 5, wherein said means interengaging said flange and 
said support includes a circumferentially extending slot in one of said flange and support and 
fastener means on the other of said flange and support. 



(^j^ Th® shield according to claim 4, wherein said wall has a lower edge and includes a 
pair of circumferentially spaced apart stop elements extending below said edge, and said support 
includes an abutment for engaging with each stop element to limit rotation of said wall. 

The shield according to claim 4, wherein said hopper includes a discharge sleeve, said 
wall is a side wall and said shield includes a top wall from which said side wall depends, said top 
wall including a circular collar coaxial with said axis and receiving said sleeve, and means 
interengaging said sleeve and said collar in any one of a plurality of angular positions therebetween. 

The shield according to claim 8, wherein said means interengaging said sleeve and 
collar includes a spring biased ball on one of said collar and said sleeve and a plurality of 
circimiferentially adjacent recesses on the other of said collar and sleeve. 
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The shield according to claim 9, wherein said spring biased ball is on said collar. 


11. The shield according to claim 1, wherein said wall extends below said spreader 
element and said support includes means underlying said wall for supporting said wall relative to 
said spreader element. 

12. The shield according to claim 11, wherein said hopper includes a discharge sleeve, 
said wall is a side wall and said shield includes a top wall from which said side wall depends, said 
top wall including a circular collar coaxial with said axis and receiving said sleeve. 


13. A shielcpor a vehicle mounted spreader comprising a support, a hopper for particulate 
material on said support, and a rotatable spreader element beneath said hopper for broadcasting 
particulate material flowing thereonto from said hopp^ said shield comprising a top wall spaced 
above said spreader element, an opening in said top wall for material flowing from said hopper to 
said spreader element, said opening having an axis, a side wall extending downwardly from said top 
wall and peripherally thereabout between opposite ends circumferentially spaced apart to provide 
a discharge opening therebetween, and said side wall being eccentric with respect to said axis. 


(^^^^y The shield according to claim 13, wherein said top wall tapers outwardly and 
downwardly relative to said axis from said opening to said side wall. 
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15. The shield according to claim 13, wherein said shield is rotatable in opposite 
directions about said axis, and means for selectively positioning said discharge opening in any one 
of a plurality of positions about said axis. 


Qo/ The shield according to claim 15, wherein said side wall has a lower edge and 
includes a laterally outwardly extending flange, and said means for positioning said discharge 
opening includes means interengaging said flange and said support for limiting rotation of said 
shield. 

; 1 7./ The shield according to claim 16, wherein said means interengaging said flange and 
said support includes a circumferentially extending slot in said flange and fastener means on said 
support. 

(^^^/^ The shield according to claim 15, wherein said wall has a lower edge and includes 
a pair of circxmiferentially spaced apart stop elements extending below said edge, and said support 
includes an abutment for engaging with each stop element to limit rotation of said shield. 

The shield according to claim 15, wherein said hopper includes a discharge sleeve 
and said top wall includes a circular collar coaxial with said axis and receiving said sleeve, and 
means interengaging said sleeve and said collar in any one of a plurality of angular positions 
therebetween. 
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The shield according to claim 19, wherein said means interengaging said sleeve and 
collar includes a spring biased ball on one of said collar and said sleeve and a plurality of 
circumferentially adjacent recesses on the other of said collar and sleeve. 

21. i The shield according to claim 20, wherein said spring biased ball is on said collar. 


22. The shield according to claim 21, wherein said top wall slopes outwardly and 
downwardly from said opening to said side wall. 

23. The shield according to claim 13, wherein said side wall extends below said spreader 
element and said support includes means underlying said wall for supporting said shield relative to 
said spreader element. 

24. The shield according to claim 23, wherein said hopper includes a discharge sleeve 
and said top wall includes a circular collar coaxial with said axis and receiving said sleeve. 

25. The shield according to claim 24, wherein said discharge opening has an angular 
extent of between 140° and 160° with respect to said axis. 




26. The shield according to claim 25, wherein said angular extent is about 153°. 
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27. The shield according to claim 24, wherein said wall is arcuate between said opposite 
ends and one of said opposite ends is closer to said axis than the other. 

28, The shield according to claim 24, wherein said shield is rotatable in opposite 
directions about said axis, and means for selectively positioning said discharge opening in any one 
of a plurality of positions about said axis. 

O 
P 

^ (^^} The shield according to claim 28, wherein said side wall has a lower edge and 

S3 

Hj includes a laterally outwardly extending flange, and said means for positioning said discharge 

in 

3 opening includes means interengaging said flange and said support for limiting rotation of said 

O 

t shield. 

P 


30. J The shield according to claim 29, wherein said means interengaging said flange and 
said support includes a circumferentially extending slot in said flange and fastener means on said 
support. 

3 1 . The shield according to claim 28, wherein said shield is constructed from high density 
polyethylene. 

32. The shield according to claim 13, wherein said shield is constructed from high density 
polyethylene. 
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33 . Aishield for a vehicle mounted spreader comprising a support, a hopper for particulate 
material on said support, and a rotatable spreader element beneath said hopper for broadcasting 
particulate material flowing thereonto from said hoppe^ said shield comprising a top wall spaced 
above said spreader element, an opening in said top wall for material flowing from said hopper to 
said spreader element, said opening having an axis, a side wall extending downwardly from said top 
wall and peripherally thereabout between opposite ends circumferentially spaced apart to provide 
a discharge opening therebetween, said shield being rotatable in opposite directions about said axis, 
and means for selectively positioning said discharge opening in any one of a plurality of positions 
about said axis. 



The shield according to claim 33, wherein said side wall has a lower edge and 


includes a laterally outwardly extending flange, and said means for positioning said discharge 
opening includes means interengaging said flange and said support for limiting rotation of said 
shield. 


Q^y^ The shield according to claim 34, wherein said means interengaging said flange and 
said support includes a circumferentially extending slot in one of said flange and support and 
fastener means on the other of said flange and support. 

f 36.^ The shield according to claim 35, wherein said slot is in said flange. 
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(^yj) The shield according to claim 33, wherein said wall has a lower edge and includes 
a pair of circumferentially spaced apart stop elements extending below said edge, and said support 
includes an abutment for engaging with each stop element to limit rotation of said shield. 

^^^38^ The shield according to claim 33, wherein said hopper includes a discharge sleeve 
and said top wall includes a circular collar coaxial with said axis and receiving said sleeve, and 
means interengaging said sleeve and said collar in any one of a plurality of angular positions 
therebetween. 

The shield according to claim 38, wherein said means interengaging said sleeve and 
collar includes a spring biased ball on one of said collar and said sleeve and a plurality of 
circumferentially adjacent recesses on the other of said collar and sleeve. 

The shield according to claim 39, wherein said spring biased ball is on said collar. 
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